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Blueprint context for innovation & service 

• Evidence – cross disciplinary survey of research RDM 
practice (questionnaire, interviews) 

• Governance – roles, decision making, steering 
developments (DCC AIDA audit tool, policy iteration) 

• Resources – business modelling (explore options e.g. 
Princeton pay once store forever) 

• Case studies – (disciplinary and thematic)  

• Vision – 10 year roadmap (framework, goal setting) 
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LabTrove Lab Notebooks 

 

• Live collaborative data environment  

• Automatic capture from instruments 

• Provides added semantics and templates 
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http://journal.chemistrycentral.com/content/7/1/182 

Aim: enriched approach to publishing 

supplementary information 

 

Crystallography context: agreed process and 

protocols for presenting data – good platform  

http://journal.chemistrycentral.com/content/7/1/182
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35 cells can replace 35 paras of text – navigable image layer 

provides bridge between lab notebook and article.  



Each compound a cell,  full characterization & downloadable spectra  
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Each compound with characterisation and synthesis data linked together as a primary static 

dataset and assigned a DOI   
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DOI View 
Snapshot report in 

LabTrove 

Title, attribution, 

timestamp  
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LabTrove View 



Further developments 

• Microsoft Silverlight Deep Zoom proprietary, but proof of 
concept and raw data files underpin visualisation 

• Layering of files for visualisation for this article 2 days of 
time, look to reduce this 

• Negotiation with reviewers on balance between new 
presentation and traditional layout – this is a compromise  

• Aim for audio-visual one stop shop to non-linear data 
access 

• RSC developer embedded in Soton group, looking at 
recommended file exchange formats and ELNs at scale in 
the cloud 
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ePrints Soton data repository 

• Supports all data with no appropriate 

disciplinary repository  

• Uses ReCollect plug-in developed by 

Essex 

• Integrated as tab option next to 

publication deposit – one-stop-shop 

  



Preparing and depositing data – journal  
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Further developments 

• Draft institutional DOI policy endorsed, will work with BL, 
UKDA and others on issues before final approval e.g. use of 
DataCite DOIs for theses, granularity of files and standard 
presentation of suffixes  

• Consultations with depositors   - learning a lot, but will 
need to adapt to scale 

• Raising awareness of service as part of publication offer and 
importance of considering some issues at early stage of 
workflow e.g. ethics approval   
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3D imaging  - Computed Tomography 

• Multidisciplinary – Engineering, 
Bio-Sci, Archaeology, 
Environmental Sci 

•  multiscale, high volume, TBs 

• Keen to look at data availability as 
part of workflow and set up system  

 

  



Developments  

• Would like DOIs to bolster attribution and citation  

• Working on pilot to support data files on request, with 
ePrints Soton landing page 

• On request linked to size so will also look at range of 
options for file delivery 

• Hard to snapshot data for publications, desire to make large 
raw data files available for transparency 

• Query with Royal Society about data availability policy  
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Portus MOOC – Archaeology  

• Opportunities to make data 
available to support MOOC 

• Can look at teaching and impact 
aspects, not just about research 
workflow  
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Developments  

• Incentive of download and analytics stats to show 
engagement – crude but important to demonstrate usage 

• Taking data from text of thesis and providing raw and rich 
data files 

• Have piloted data availability as part of upgrade process for 
PhD – then part of workflow and progress review  

• Optional data deposit now formal part of PhD deposit 
process, general support to make this mandatory after 
initial period     

20 



21 

Link between process and RDM policy  

E-thesis deposit form 
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Encourages embedding link to data in the text of the thesis, 

metadata records will also be linked  
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Developing culture of 
publication as integral 
part of workflow 

24 



Data Management Planning  
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Number of Data Management Plans by Funder 

MRC

AHRC

AHRC/ESRC

BBSRC

Breast Cancer Campaign

DFID

ESRC

EU Marie Curie

MRC/Wellcome

STFC

Wellcome



DMP only part of service  
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Number of Data Enquiries 

Data Management Plans

Data Handling

Deposit

Dissemination

DOI

Measuring Impact

Metadata

Other

Storage



Wide discipline spread for data enquiries 
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Total Enquiries by Discipline 

Archaeology
Bioengineering
Biological Sciences
Chemistry
ECS
Education
English
External
FEE
Geography
Health Sciences
History
Humanities
iSolutions
ISVR
Law
Life Sciences
Medicine
Modern Languages
NHS
Philosophy
Physics
Politics
Psychology
Research Governance
RIS



Training  

• On demand group sessions on preparing DMPs by 
Faculty/disciplinary centre 

• Embedded PGR training as part of Researcher 
Development Graduate Centre programme “RDM 101” – 
first principles and case study exemplar 

• Co Library and PGR/ECR led 

• RDGC just funded 2 year continuation for PGR input and 
production of some supporting podcasts to supplement case 
study guide   
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Expanding case study approach – looks at workflows   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  http://library.soton.ac.uk/researchdata 
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Next steps  
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Partnership approach to engagement  

• Learn by engaging with workflows  - 2 EPSRC IT as a Utility 
funded embedding of academic liaison librarians in 
research groups,  Chemistry and  National Centre for 
Research Methods 

• Work with National Agreements, National Centres and 
shared services opportunities to support curation and 
storage and seamless signposting 

• Balancing institutional requirements and research practice 
e.g. researchers can’t sign away rights to data owned by the 
University  
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Shared Service Engagement 

Enthusiast 
Community 

Engagement 

Organisational 
Commitment 
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Shared 
Services 

 Further Innovation Communities of Practice 


