Data Implementation at a Distance:
A Collaborative Partnership at Wayne State University Utilizing
Fedora Commons and DSpace
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Students of Wayne State University’s School of Library and Information Science partnered with Wayne State University’s Library System de-conuibutorauthor rurnt. Jeseph M- (SHE
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and the Technology Resource Center to collaborate on two different projects using open source options, Fedora Commons and DSpace. e A
Fedora Commons is a framework for building digital repositories, and DSpace is a turnkey institutional repository application. Both dedate.copyriant -
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The second project used DSpace and created a digital archive of the School of Library and Information Science program. This program de.identifier.uri Attp:7141.217.97 16/ xmiuifhandle/sliswsuds0
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Assembling, creating, and executing these projects would not have been possible without a healthy, strong, and positive collaborative de.subject WWayne State University  en_US

environment. The professional librarians of Wayne State University provided training, templates, and step-by-step instructions to :::;: E:C:.:j ::—Ez

break down processes into manageable steps, which could serve as an example for other institutions looking to employ students, e v Fiiarors 10 Librars anml imfemtion Soione B Gan St ot avoriea | onus
student workers, paraprofessionals, or volunteers. Most of the work on the Fedora Commons project was completed remotely by Education at Wayne Stats University
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software, web conferencing software, and screen sharing software in order to communicate, plan, and work through a multi-step
workflow for Fedora Commons. Distance students could access servers, upload metadata, conduct OCR and text verification, and e o B 1S e 212 Do1G
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Communication and collaboration tools used for DSpace were similar to those used for Fedora. For DSpace, it was also important to
reach out to former faculty, students, and staff of the Wayne State University’s School of Library and Information Science program to ritle:

develop a fuller picture of the program’s past and to create a foundation for the repository moving forward. On-campus students did |
physical research in the university archives for materials, and distance students were able to help create metadata and upload files

and images using DSpace. The lessons learned from these two projects will be useful to the library community because they illustrate Authors:
possible models for data implementation and collaboration, especially across distances or through online tools. lE”tE”“E names aiihe auihors ainis tem ”El'Dlw' Iz
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: — Although both of these Wayne State University repositories are still in their infancies, Fedora Commons and DSpace have proven to be
5. Ingest into Fedora Commons - valuable tools. Fedora Commons has a higher learning curve due to the required technical skills and the creation of multiple objects.

' DSpace is a straightforward solution for any skill level. Fedora Commons handles complex digital items well and is conducive to
managing data assets and sustaining digital curation projects. DSpace meets the criteria for a trusted digital repository and has built-in
digital preservation functions that are perfect for institutional archives and data storage. DSpace and Fedora Commons provide access,
storage, and management for long-term preservation and are essential tools for any institutional repository.
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