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‘What is a Digital Object Identifier (DOI)?

A digital object identifier (DOI) is one type of unique, persistent identifier that is permanently assigned to
a specific electronic resource. It is sometimes likened to a Social Security Number (SSN) for a person.
Just as a person may be assigned a unique number that identifies him or her to various parties —
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1. IPDS is the Bureau Information Product Data System. Refer to URL: http://internal.usgs.gov/publishing/ipds.html
2. Under FSP, approval of non-interpretive information products is delegated to the Science Center Director
3. These three roles may be delegated to the same person or different individuals at the discretion of the Science Center Director.
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